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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 8/28/2006, is being considered 
by the examiner. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is longer than 150 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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n 8,6 FiG-8 
Parkhurst et al. (US 5,412,372) 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Parkhurst et al. 

(US 5,412,372). 

5. In re claim 1, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• a blister package (20,30) and a conductor carrier strip (154) connected to it, 
wherein openings (164) in the conductor carrier strip (154) are directed toward pockets 
(22,32) of the blister package (20), and wherein, upon removal of a tablet (21) from a 
pocket (22,32), a sealing film (150) of the blister package (20) sealing the pocket (22,32) 
must be separated, and the tablet (21) is removable through an opening (164) assigned to 
it, the improvement wherein the openings (164) are formed by stamped lines (158) 
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positioned within the conductor carrier strip (154) that surround each of the pockets 
(22,32) in a ring shape, and that are interrupted by at least two spars (See Figure 6 above) 
by means of which a covering (148), separated by the stamped line (158) out of the 
conductor carrier strip (154) and covering (148) the pocket (22,32), is connected with the 
conductor carrier strip (154); wherein the spars (See Figure 6 above) are so distributed 
about the periphery of the stamped line (158) that, when a tablet (21) is pressed out from 
a pocket (22,32), at least one spar (See Figure 6 above) is severed; and wherein the 
conductor carrier strip (154) includes individual conductors (156) each of which extends 
from an individual connecting pad (180) over at least the one spar (See Figure 6 above) 
that is severed upon tablet (21) removal. 

6. In re claim 2, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• each individual conductor (156), at its end opposite its associated individual 
connection pad (180), is connected with a common conductor which is connected to a 
common connection pad (181) (Column 9, Lines 42-51) 

7. In re claim 3, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the individual connecting pads (180) and the common connection pad (181) are 
components of an interface (1 12), which upon insertion of the blister package (20,30) 
arrangement in a receiver device (110), effect a defined position orientation and is 
electrically connected with an electronic unit in the receiver device (1 10) to detect the 
severance of the individual conductors (156) 

8. In re claim 4, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 
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• the stamped lines (158) have a shape selected from the group consisting of 
rectangular, circular, and oval 

9. In re claim 5, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the spars (See Figure 6 above) are positioned diametrically opposite each other 
about the circumference of the stamped line (158), and wherein the individual conductor 
(156) associated therewith extends over both spars (See Figure 6 above) 

10. In re claim 6, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the two spars (See Figure 6 above) each lie along the direction of the longer 
extension of the stamped line (158) 

11. In re claim 7, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the individual conductor (156) extends over the first and the additional spars (See 
Figure 6 above) 

12. In re claim 8, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the individual conductor (1 56) extends only over one of the spars (See Figure 6 
above) from the conductor carrier strip (154) to the covering (148), and from the covering 
(148) back to the conductor carrier strip (154) as a loop, whereby the conductor-bearing 
spar (See Figure 6 above) is positively severed upon tablet (21) removal 

13. In re claim 9, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip (154) includes the individual conductors (156) on the 
side facing away from the blister package (20,30), and is attached to the side facing 
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toward the blister package (20,30) by means of the sealing film (150) of the blister 
package (20,30) 

14. In re claim 10, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip (154) is at least partially provided with an electrically 
insulating protective layer (152) on its side facing away from the blister package that 
covers at least the individual conductors (156) and a common conductor (Column 9, 
Lines 39-48) 

15. In re claim 11, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip (154) includes the individual conductors (156) on its 
side facing toward the blister package (20,30), and that the side of the conductor carrier 
strip (154) facing toward the blister package (20,30) is provided with an electrically 
insulating layer covering (152) the individual conductors (156), and wherein the side of 
the electrically insulating layer (152) facing toward the blister package (20) is connected 
with the sealing film (150) of the blister package (20,30) 

16. In re claim 12, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the electrically insulating layer ( 1 52) is provided with an adhesive layer that may 
be connected with the sealing film (150) of the blister package (20,30) (Column 6, Lines 
59-68) 

17. In re claim 13, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 
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• the adhesive layer is covered by a tear film that may be separated from the 
adhesive layer in order to connect the adhesive layer to the sealing film (Column 6, Lines 
59-68) 

18. In re claim 14, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip (1 54) projects over the blister package (20,30) at least 
on the side of the interface (112) 

19. In re claim 15, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip ( 1 54) forms a first component of the carrier strip that 
folds like a book, and a second component forms at least one of an insertion opening 
(122) for each pocket (22,32) of the blister package (20,30) and a common insertion 
opening (122) for all pockets (22,32) of the blister package (20,30), and may be folded 
about a fold line with respect to the conductor carrier strip (154) so that the blister 
package (30) is accepted between the conductor carrier strip (154) and the second part, 
whereby each pocket (22,32) of the blister package extends through an insertion opening 
(122) of the second component or all pockets (22,32) of the blister package (20,30) 
through the common insertion opening (122) of the second component, and wherein the 
conductor carrier strip (154), the blister package (20,30), and the second component 
receiving the pockets (22,32) of the blister package (20,30) are connected with each other 

20. In re claim 16, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 
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• the conductor carrier strip (154) and the second component project over the blister 
package (20,30) at least on the side of an interface (1 12) of the conductor carrier strip 
(154) with a receiver device (110) 

21 . In re claim 17, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip (1 54) and the second component project over the 
blister package (20,30) on all sides 

22. In re claim 18, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the fold line extends along the longer side of the conductor carrier strip (154) and 
the second component 

23. In re claim 19, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the conductor carrier strip (154), the blister package (20,30) and the second 
component receiving the pockets (22,32) of the blister package (20,30) are adhered 
together 

24. In re claim 20, with reference to Figure 2,3,6 and 8, Parkhurst '372 discloses: 

• the electrically insulating layer (152) is simultaneously an adhesive layer that may 
be connected to the sealing film (150) of the blister package (20,30) (Column 6, Lines 
59-68) 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Niemiec et al. (US PG Pub 2003/01 1 1477 Al) discloses a power control medication 



Application/Control Number: 10/582,736 Page 9 

Art Unit: 4147 

package. Snyder (US PG Pub 200401781 12 Al) discloses a medication package. Zeiter et al. 
(US 5,871,831) discloses a lidding foil with conductive strips. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENINE M. PAGAN whose telephone number is (571)270-3216. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-4491 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Jenine M Pagan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 4147 

JP 

/George Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4147 



